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NYPD BEGINS RANDOM BAG SEARCHES THROUGHOUT
NYC PUBLIC TRANSIT SYSTEM

TERRORISM

SUMMARY: After the second round of bomb attacks in Londorduly 21, 2005, the
NYPD announced, that it would begin random searoiésags and packages carried by
people entering city subways. The inspections hegea small-scale basis during rush
hour the same day and were in full swing by themmgy rush hour the following day.
Officers, sometimes augmented by bomb-sniffing dagié randomly stop passengers
carrying bags as they enter subways, commuterstrairses and ferries around the city.
For subways specifically, passengers will be stdppéside turnstiles. Anyone who
does not consent to the search will be turned aamy those caught with illegal drugs or
other contraband could be arrested. The NYPD lead bonsidering search measures
for the past three years, and the recent attadksridon have forced their hand. Police
Commissioner Raymond Kelly stressed that officerstigd at subway entrances will not
engage in racial profiling, and that passengergraesto “turn around and leave.”
Commissioner Kelly also downplayed the possibtifyottlenecks at subway entrances.
Officials declined to specify where and how freqihethe checks would occur or how
long they would last; the NYPD has already doublednumber of officers patrolling the
subway after the July 7 London attack, at a co$afillion a week in overtime. “We
just live in a world where, sadly, these kinds efwwity measures are necessary,” New
York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg said. “Are th@yrusive? Yes, a little bit. But we
are trying to find the right balance.” The anncement of bag searches drew complaints
from civil liberties advocates in a city where atimated 4.5 million passengers ride the
subway on an average weekday. The New York Citysit system is the largest in the
country with more than 468 stations, most with iiplétentrances.

ANALYSIS: The bag search program is a deterrent measuignddso incrementally
enhance security while not causing serious disoaptfor commuters. Random searches
are a last line of defense, and the incrementatase to security comes from using this
tactic in conjunction with others, such as presguateols in the subway system,
undercover operations, K-9 units, and cameras Hrat technology. Additionally, an
aggressive public communications campaign, whichildehese efforts in general terms,
serves to reassure the public and further deterists.

Many critics have suggested that police use somme & profiling to focus searches on
people more likely to be involved in terrorist iteld activities. Three things should be
considered here. First, civil rights organizationk challenge any profile that includes
physical features, thus requiring law enforcemerexpend assets and emotional energy



in defending such a regime. Second, randomneps h&finove the one thing successful
terrorists have repeatedly exploited: predictablugty. The 9-11 murderers, for
example, observed and exploited very predictaldargg procedures. They chose
weapons (box-cutters) they knew would escape sgrutbimilarly, a countermeasure
that routinely searches people who look or actreaireway can be observed, predicted,
and exploited. And third, by definition, homegrotemrorism - as nearly all post 9/11
terrorism has been - is carried out by local regslef local ethnicities and cannot simply
be identified by physical features.

It's often said that while police "waste" time dpirandom searches, the real bomber is
likely to just slip by. This may be true. One hmd of overcoming this objection is to
deploy other officers — in uniform or not — to s@@owds looking for targetelehaviors
that indicate the potential for trouble (see tia@eleon Group’s Terrorist Threat
Mitigation Guideathttp://www.chameleonl.con The idea is to create multiple layers

of defense that can trip up a bomber or deter ham fpursuing a target at a location
where he believes there are robust security mesasubpeth visible and invisible — in
place. When used in conjunction with other tactiaadom countermeasures make
things more difficult for the attacker, by makinig bperating environment less
predictable.




